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Established Protocols

A production protocol is frequently used by those in a value chain to ensure that the quality of the product meets market specifications.  This protocol was developed by members of the MGFBPA
and with some external stakeholder consultation and is representative of some of the regulations currently being used in the industry.  Each animal has an affidavit that includes:

· individual animal identification (microchip, animal tag)

· birth date

· weaning date

· record of sire and dam

· breed

· movement history

· veterinary interventions

· feeding records

Ultrasound testing is not required for participation in the MGFBPA.  

It is recommended that animals are weighed every 90 days to manage herd genetics.  The diet of each animal must be recorded.

Diet

Animal diets must be 100% forage from weaning to slaughter; this may be any combination of grass and legumes from pasture during the growing season or stored forage during the feed period (winter).  The animal (including calves) cannot be fed energy in the form of starch (e.g. cereal grains, potato waste, etc).

· Weaned calves cannot be fed energy in the form of starch and/or other milk or milk products.

· Cereal crops are to be harvested prior to milk-stage (to ensure no starch).

· Oil seeds and oil seed by-products (e.g. meal, oil) are acceptable feed types.

· Cereal grain supplementation, including corn silage, dry distiller’s grain or other high starch feeds are not permitted.

· The use of animal by-products in feed is not permitted.

· The use of antibiotics in the feed are not permitted.

Veterinarian Treatment

The Association encourages maintaining herd health to Canadian standards.  Antibiotics are not permitted as a part of the daily feed mix for animals of any age. Animals receiving antibiotic injections after weaning are not permitted in meat products sold under the MGFBPA brand.  Treated animals must be removed from the MGFBPA finishing program.  

· Cattle are to be treated in a humane way according to Canadian standards.

· Animals are in good health at delivery.

· Farms must be inspected by an independent, third party verifier during the production period with the producer certifying the management practices being used. Currently, the Canadian Verified Beef Program provides these certification services.

